
SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
Committee of the Whole Meeting Agenda 

South Plainfield High School 

December 11, 2019 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

South Plainfield Public Schools Mission Statement: 

Students are the focus of the South Plainfield Public Schools. We will provide a dynamic, rigorous, relevant and technology-

enriched curriculum, guided by the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.  Our mission is to develop life-long learners 

who are prepared to succeed in a global and diverse society. We are resolved to educate the whole child, instilling the desire 

within our students to question and to become divergent thinkers who can achieve their fullest potential. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER  
 

Mr. Chapman called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. 

 

II. SALUTE TO FLAG 

 

III. ROLL CALL  
 

Board Members Present: Mr. Both, Mrs. Boyle, Mr. Farinella, Mr. Giannakis, Mrs. Miller, Mr. Pennisi, 

Mrs. Wolak, Mr. Cassio, Mr. Chapman 

 

Also present: Dr. Noreen Lishak, Superintendent; Ms. Mary Malyska, Assistant 

Superintendent; Mr. Alex Benanti, Business Administrator/Board Secretary; Mr. 

Marc Zitomer, Legal Counsel 

 

IV. BOARD PRESIDENT   

 

In accordance with the terms of the Sunshine Law, adequate notice of this meeting was posted in all school 

buildings, the Administration Building, Borough Clerk's office, Police Headquarters, Public Library, four 

newspapers, and W.C.T.C. on January 3, 2019. 

 

 Please be advised: 

• There is no smoking on school grounds - inside or outside - at any time.  

• Please silence all electronic devices.   

• Pursuant to District Policy #0167, each statement made by a participant shall be limited to three minutes’ 

duration and no participant may speak more than once on the same topic. 

 

Mr. Chapman asked for a moment of silence in recognition of the passing of former high school administrator, Dr. 

May. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Mr. Chapman announced that the Board needs to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters, grievance 

hearing, and attorney-client privilege.   

 

MOTION:  Mr. Giannakis  SECOND:  Mrs. Miller  VOTE:  9-0 
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V. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 

 Good News and Progress in Our Schools 

 

Dr. Lishak reported that it has been a busy month with holiday concerts and programs.  She said that the district is 

working on web-based programs addressing the needs of the district, including some professional development 

opportunities as well as programs that serve the community based on the survey that was sent out earlier in the 

school year.  Dr. Lishak provided an update on student recognition, including the placement of signs in front of 

the house of the student being recognized. 

 

Dr. Lishak provided the following school updates: 

 

Franklin School is having a dine out night this evening at Angelina’s.  Their holiday boutique will be held on 

December 12th and 13th and the high school chorus will be visiting Franklin School on December 17th. 

 

Riley School had a pajama day fundraiser for a needy family and their holiday sweater fundraiser is going to be 

held on December 20th.  

 

Grant School had visits from high school students who are trained in the Heroes and Cool Kids program.  Our 

high school students presented lessons on various topics throughout the year.  This time they were doing 

resilience.  Dr. Lishak said that Mr. Sarullo called her to let her know how impressed he was with our students 

and how well they prepared their lesson plan.   

 

Middle School Awareness Club and the Middle School band and orchestra will be visiting the Menlo Park 

Veteran’s Memorial Home on Monday, December 16th.  Middle School students will be bringing cheer to the 

veterans by playing holiday music and bringing holiday decorations made just for them.  

 

 High School Model UN attended the Rutgers Model UN Conference over the weekend in New Brunswick.  Our 

students competed and took home seven awards. Our senior citizens concert and luncheon was today.  Dr. Lishak 

thanked Mrs. Boyle for bringing some of the veterans with her.   

 

 High School swimming and bowling seasons have already started.  The rest of the winter sports are beginning 

their scrimmages this week and the official start of the season is next week.  You can find all the events 

happening in our Athletic Department on our website.   

  

VI. AGENDA ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS 
 

Mr. Chapman said that item #1 in Finance is being removed. 

 

VII. CURRICULUM/STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

 

 DISCUSSION 

 

VIII. PERSONNEL 

 

Motion by Member Mr. Giannakis, seconded by Member Mrs. Miller, to accept the recommendation of the 

superintendent and adopt the following: 

 

RESOLVED, that the South Plainfield Board of Education approve the following: 

(NOTE: Approval of this resolution authorizes the superintendent to submit to the county superintendent 

applications for emergent hiring and the applicant’s attestation and proof that he/she has not been convicted of 

any disqualifying crime pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:6-7.1 et. seq., N.J.S.A. 18A:39-17 et. seq., or 

N.J.S.A. 18A:6-4.13 et. seq.  This includes background checks and fingerprinting for those employees listed 
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below:  (All appointments are contingent upon receipt of proper teaching certification and the satisfaction of all 

requirements set forth in P.L. 2018, c.5. All salary placements are pending receipt of college transcripts 

verifying degree status and letter stating years of service in other districts, *denotes mentoring required.) 

 

 RESOLVED, that the South Plainfield Board of Education approve the following: 

 

A. Appointments / Transfers 

 

Code Name Action Position 

Deg  

/Step 

 

Salary/ 

Hrly. 

Rate Location 

Date 

Effective 

Date 

Term. Discussion 

1 

Sarcone, 

John Approve 

Interim Asst. 

Principal N/A 

$500 per 

day 

High 

School 12/16/19 5/29/2020 

 

Acct#:  

11-000-240-103-01 

2 

Cook, 

Lisa Approve 

Transportation 

Supervisor N/A $75,000 District 

02/18/20 

or sooner 6/30/2020 

Replacing M. Steele 

Acct#:  

11-000-270-160-16 

 
DISCUSSION: 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Giannakis  SECOND:  Mrs. Miller  VOTE:  9-0 

 Mr. Giannakis abstained on number 1. 

 

IX. FINANCE 

 

1. Approval of Professional Development Expenditures 

 

RESOLVED, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that the Board of Education approve 

the following expenditures (registration, mileage, and conference fees), substitutes, and trips, which are 

compliant with State payment guidelines, employee job responsibilities and critical to the needs of the school 

district. 

 

*Item number 1 has been administratively removed. 

 
 

Name of Workshop Dates Amount Person Attending 

1. HIB Certification for Anti-

Bullying Specialists and School 

Safety/Climate Team Members 

12/12/19 $200.00 

11-000-223-580-11 

Mileage reimbursement 

Persons TBD 

2. Negotiating Your Health Benefits 

& Recurring Insurances 

12/10/19 $111.00 

11-000-223-580-11-000 

Murat Yazici 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Giannakis  SECOND:  Mr. Both    VOTE:  9-0 

 

X.     BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 
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XI. PRESENTATION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS 

  

 Buildings & Grounds 

 

Mr. Giannakis reported that the committee met on December 10th.  The committee discussed the status of the 

fields; all but Roosevelt School fields are complete.  The bid opening for the roof at Riley School will be opened 

on the 14th.  The committee also discussed proposed projects for 2020. 

 

 Curriculum 

 

Mr. Pennisi reported that they did not meet but they did receive an e-mail for a trip that will be on the next 

agenda.  

 

 Finance 

 

Mr. Cassio reported that the Finance Committee met on December 10th.  The committee discussed the legal 

invoice and bills list.  They were provided an audit update.  He said that Mr. Benanti said that he expects the final 

audit reports to be done in January, but he mentioned that the auditors had no recommendations.  The committee 

briefly mentioned that they are projecting a quarter million-dollar reduction in state aid based upon the 

information that came out last year.  Also, we asked Aramark for their monthly totals and they show that they are 

moving along and being profitable as well.  They had a $23,000.00 profit in November.  We did ask them last 

month to update their menus as they were hard to read and we are receiving positive feedback on that. We are also 

receiving positive feedback on the streamlining of the food selections. 

 

 DISCUSSION 

 

Mr. Giannakis said that the auditors came back and said that there were no findings and no recommendations.  He 

said that is phenomenal because there have been numerous findings and exemptions in the past.  Mr. Giannakis 

thanked Mr. Benanti and his staff for a tremendous job. 

 

Mrs. Boyle asked when the audit report will be given to the entire board and discussed in public.  Mr. Benanti 

said that the exit conference is scheduled for Monday and the auditors will be coming to the Board in January as 

they have a prior commitment on December 18th.   

 

Mr. Chapman said that it is important for everyone to know that the finance committee hasn’t seen the audit 

either.  It was just reported out to us that Alex was told that there were no corrective actions or findings.   

 

Mr. Chapman said that he also wants to bring it to the attention of the public that it appears that there is going to 

be a law passed where if your school district was reduced with state aid then the governor is going to allow those 

school districts, under certain circumstances, to exceed the 2% cap and pass that along to the tax payers.  Mr. 

Chapman said that he doesn’t think that this is a very good solution to the problem that they have created he urged 

everybody to take appropriate actions and reach out to your legislatures and tell them that you do not believe that 

is a great solution. Mr. Chapman said that they are going to cut the State aid and they are going to throw it right 

back at the taxpayers. 

 

 Policy 

 

Mr. Pennisi reported that there were no policies to review but, as mentioned at the last meeting, we did have our 

attorney fix the travel policy about submitting your registration and insurance for reimbursement as it is not a 

state statute.  That will be sent to the board and placed on the agenda for next week. 
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 Shared Services 

 

Mr. Cassio reported that the committee met on December 3rd and discussed incorporating the paving by Jost Field 

as a shared service with the Borough when they repave the PAL and pool parking lot. The committee discussed 

replacing some faded and broken stop signs near our school parking lots as well as replacing and adding some 

additional directional signs around the district.  The committee also discussed snow removal.  The DPW seems to 

have an issue with clearing bus stops and the corners around the district.  He said that Mr. Wiggins and his staff 

are coordinating to ensure our school days are not delayed, if possible, and also get kids safely to school.  The 

district also has a new briner and our goal is to cut down and overtime and be prepared for a snowstorm the day 

before. 

 

The committee also discussed the projected fuel pumps at the DPW where the district will save time and money 

by purchasing fuel from the Borough.  The committee also discussed the Community Connection where Dr. 

Lishak is implementing a program with the broadcast department, possibly some ten-minute segments of an 

interview style, multi-broadcast to the schools and the community as well as Borough Hall.  These segments may 

include the mayor, council members, police, fire, green team, students and somehow incorporate some 

volunteerism.  The committee talked about a Learn 911 training with dispatch. The district had training with 

dispatch where they did a panic button test and they also did a turn-around time for call and police response which 

all came back positive. 

 

The committee discussed district cameras that will be installed at Jost field, including the football field, baseball 

fields and parking lots.  They will also capture the PAL turf field as well.  The committee discussed consolidating 

the SRO contracts so that they all terminate at the same time.  They also discussed the district’s partnership with 

the South Plainfield Fire Department.  Mr. Cassio reported that the DPW is posting for a second mechanic in the 

DPW.  He said if that goes forward then the district will possibly look into doing our repair and preventative 

maintenance with our district vehicles in town and look to possibly save anywhere from $100,000 - $150,000 per 

year. 

 

 DISCUSSION 

 

Mrs. Boyle asked Mr. Cassio for clarification on the signs that are being replaced because the Business 

Association is working on having business-sponsored welcome signs.  Dr. Lishak explained that they would like 

to add more directional signs to help visiting districts find our schools.   

 

 SEPAC Liaison  

 

Mr. Both said that the SEPAC team is getting ready for their Cookies with Santa event.  As of right now they 

have over 100 participants signed up.  He said that he is grateful the cookies and milk donation by Mr. Giannakis’ 

company as well as Mrs. Doyan’s homemade cookies.  He also said that Mr. Chapman will be playing Santa at 

the event. 

 

 Legislative Liaison 

 

Mrs. Boyle reported that there is a lot going on in Trenton, including discussions on the two-percent cap, school 

lunch program, SFRA funding, and residential development agreements.  She thanked Mr. Benanti for the 

projected state aid calculations.  They also discussed the adoption process for the New Jersey State Learning 

Standards in individual performed arts.  She reported that they also talked about overstressed and exhausted 

students facing academic social pressures, including social and emotional health and wellness, as well as, 

questions and concerns on the ruling on transgender students and the effects on all the students’ rights. 

 

Mrs. Miller provided updates on the delegate assembly and county meeting which included voting results on 

proposed resolutions on budget calculations, NJSBA dues are remaining the same as they are continuing to 

receive corporate support for weekend and county programs, TENT program savings, increase in STEAM 
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competitions, two percent cap, facility needs for growing enrollment, health benefit reform, mental health in 

public schools, state committee on health and wellness, endorsement of delegate assembly, renewal of funding 

formula, meeting needs to out of district placement costs, school efficiencies, as well as sharing personal and 

school and district consolidations, and increase in vo-tech schools. 

 

 Mrs. Boyle added that the school book of law will be online on January 24th. 

 

XII. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Diana Joffe, SPEA, thanked Mr. Chapman for his kind words about Ken May and talked about Mr. May and how 

he was the fabric of this community. 

 

Sandy Doyan, SPEA, reminded the Board that the teachers and staff members are very mindful of the 

confidentiality of our students, especially students with special needs.  Mrs. Doyan said that she thinks that there 

are board members that need to be reminded that the staff deserve the same level of confidentiality.  We recently 

had a staff member that had a problem and we know that there were people discussing it and when people hear 

things from a board member, they take it as the truth whether it is the truth or not.   

 

XIII. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

 

 Mrs. Miller offered condolences to the family of Ken May.   

 

Mr. Giannakis offered his condolences to the family of Ken May.  He welcomed the new transportation director, 

Lisa Cook.   

 

Mr. Farinella offered his condolences to the family of Ken May and talked about how thankful he is for all that 

Mr. May did for him.  He also welcomed Lisa Cook, welcomed back Mr. Sarcone, thanked Mr. Giannakis for his 

service to the district and wished everyone happy holidays. 

 

Mrs. Boyle offered her condolences to the family of Ken May.  She said that the winter concerts have been 

amazing, and she thanked the music teachers.  She asked Mr. Chapman if he had the opportunity to talk to Mr. 

Panzarella about adding a freshman softball team.  Mr. Chapman replied to say that is not his position.  Mrs. 

Boyle added that we used to have a freshmen team many years ago, but their interests change as they get to the 

high school. 

 

Mrs. Boyle questioned Dr. Lishak about the criteria for earning one of her signs.  Dr. Lishak provided some 

examples.  Upon a brief board discussion, Dr. Lishak said that she will include in the Friday packet what the 

students did that week to earn their sign. 

 

Mr. Chapman said, regarding softball, that there are currently a lot of club teams in town and he would like to see 

a freshman team added.  He said that the recognition signs are a fantastic idea and he also congratulated Mr. 

Benanti and his staff on the audit. 

 

XIV. EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 

RESOLVED, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 47-:1A-1 et. seq.)  that the Board meets in 

closed session at this time to discuss confidential matters pertaining to: (select one or more) 

 

1. a matter rendered confidential by federal or state law 

2. a matter in which release of information would impair the right to receive government funds 

3. material the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion of individual privacy 

4. a collective bargaining agreement and/or negotiations related to it 
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5.         a matter involving the purchase, lease, or acquisition of real property with 

public funds 

6. protection of public safety and property and/or investigations of possible violations or violations 

of law 

7. pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation and/or matters of attorney-client privilege 

8. specific prospective or current employees unless all who could be adversely affected request an 

open session. 

9. deliberation after a public hearing that could result in a civil penalty or other loss 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters discussed in closed session shall be made public as soon as the 

need for confidentiality no longer exists. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Giannakis  SECOND:  Mrs. Miller  VOTE:  9-0 

 

XV. AGENDA APPROVAL 

 

RESOLVED, that the agenda for the regular public meeting on December 18, 2019, as may have been modified, 

is hereby approved. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Giannakis  SECOND:  Mrs. Miller  VOTE:  9-0 

 

XVI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business of the Board, there was a unanimous voice vote to adjourn at 8:50 p.m. 

 

 MOTION:  Mr. Giannakis  SECOND:  Mrs. Miller  VOTE:  9-0 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 Alex Benanti 

 Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

 


